Department of the Air Force, DoD

Subpart C—Dependent Support

§818.12 General policies.

Members are expected to pay their fi-
nancial obligations in a proper and
timely manner. Dependent support, di-
rect or in-kind, is a primary element of
an individual’s personal financial obli-
gations. Failure to provide adequate
dependent support, including the fail-
ure to make up arrears in support, is
the proper subject of command consid-
eration for disciplinary or administra-
tive action.

(a) Air Force members are expected
to comply with the financial support
provisions of a court order or written
support agreement. If the validity of
either is questioned by the member,
the issue must be resolved by the par-
ties or through the civil courts. The
Air Force does not arbitrate such dis-
putes. Written agreements include such
things as separation agreements, prop-
erty settlement agreements, and cor-
respondence in which the amount of
support has been agreed to by the par-
ties concerned.

(b) Air Force members are expected
to provide adequate support for depend-
ents in the absence of a court order or
written support agreement. The
amount of support is generally based
on the dependent’s needs (for example,
food, clothing, shelter, medical care,
and so forth) and the ability of the
member to pay. Each Air Force mem-
ber is expected to provide support in an
amount, or kind, bearing a reasonable
relation to the needs of the dependents
and the ability of the member to meet
those needs.

(1) The Air Force has no legal author-
ity to arbitrate the amount of support
to be provided or to unilaterally deduct
money from a member’s pay to ensure
dependent support.

(2) Commanders must assess the ac-
tions of the member with respect to
their ability to pay and compliance
with Air Force policy.

(i) For example, an individual who
purchases a new car for personal use
and then claims an inability to provide
dependent support because of financial
constraints ordinarily would not be
viewed as being in compliance with Air
Force policy.
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(ii) Further, an individual who ac-
knowledges an existing obligation and
initiates an allotment for future sup-
port but does not provide for past peri-
ods of nonsupport ordinarily would not
be viewed as being in compliance with
Air Force policy.

(3) Commanders must assess the
member’s compliance with Air Force
policy when a family is separated ei-
ther by choice or due to an assignment
action (for example, member volun-
teers for a dependent-restricted over-
seas area, elects to serve an unaccom-
panied tour, early returns dependents
from an overseas area, is absent as a
result of lengthy temporary duty, and
so forth).

(c) Examples of in-kind support in-
cludes such things as making the mort-
gage or rent payments on a home occu-
pied by the dependents, making the
payments on an automobile being used
by the dependents, paying medical
bills, paying for school tuition, and so
forth.

(d) Dependents, including ex-spouses
on behalf of a member’s dependent
child or children, are entitled to mili-
tary legal counseling services and are
encouraged to seek such advice when
needed.

(e) The member’s obligation to sup-
port a child or children is not affected
by desertion or other misconduct on
the part of the spouse or ex-spouse.

(f) Members are expected to initiate
changes of address for support allot-
ments and process appropriate applica-
tions for issue or renewal of dependent
identification cards in a timely manner
when requested to do so by or on behalf
of dependents.

§818.13 Proof of support.

Generally, proof of dependent support
is not required. However, on receipt of
a complaint of nonsupport or inad-
equate support from, or on behalf of, a
dependent for whom the member is re-
ceiving basic allowance for quarters
(BAQ), proof of support is required.

§818.14 Basic Allowance for Quarters
(BAQ).

Under the DOD Military Pay and Al-
lowances Entitlements Manual
(DODPM), paragraph 30236, BAQ is not
payable on behalf of a dependent whom



